Volume 01-11, Issue 10              _________                                                                                      May  11 

[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.png]



__________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership   549                                                    



     Discovery Elementary PTSA Unit#2.6.9.  

Sammamish WA         

www.discoveryptsa.org
www.facebook.com/discoveryelementaryptsa
PTSA President – Deb Evdemon                                           Eagle Times Editor and PTSA VP Communications – Shannon Ptacek   __________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: image5.png]McTeacher's




                                       
[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



[image: image6.wmf][image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.wmf]

[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.jpg]— S 1SSAQUAH
- SCHOOLS
— N — FOUNDATION





[image: image11.emf][image: image12.emf]

[image: image13.png]



[image: image14.jpg]LAY

everychild. onevoi






[image: image15.png]






Flip flops & Hats for BoxTops 
















May Calendar





2nd -6th - Staff Appreciation Week





3rd - Happy Birthday Mrs. Coyle (





4th- K-Kids 1:45pm room 10





11th- Art Show 6-7:30pm





24th- General Member Meeting 7pm Library





April Showers bring the May Flowers


	 


We have finally reached the month of May!  Only 1 ½ more months of school to go until summer vacation!!  As the school year winds down it can be hard for the kids and parents to stay focused but your PTSA is still working hard for you.  We are finishing up with a few wonderful programs for you in the month of May and June.  Come on out and join us for the Art Show in May and the Family BBQ/ Book Fair in June!  





In this May newsletter you will find the most up to date information on the K-5 Elementary Science Initiative.  Please take time to read this important information.  Thanks to the many families who attended the special science General PTSA meeting in April.  





We are still looking for new members for our PTSA board next year!  No experience required!!  This is an excellent opportunity to get involved and have a voice in how our PTSA is shaped for the coming years.  We are in need of a CO-VP, VP of Fundraising, and a Webmaster.  The Webmaster is an exciting new role!  We are embarking on a new state of the art website that is almost finished being built.  Contact any of the board members should you have interest in learning more about the open positions.





We are also looking for a chair or co-chairs for the Walk-A-Thon next year.  This is the most important event all year.  It funds every program put on by PTSA.  It is always a fun filled event to kick off the school year!  Please contact, Kim Robbins for any questions.  





Finally, our next general meeting is May 24th, 7 pm in the school library.  We will be again giving any updates on the elementary science curriculum.  We will also be voting on the school calendar and budget for next year.  This is a very important meeting.  Come out, make your voice heard and use your voting privileges as a Discovery PTSA member!!


 


Happy Mother’s Day


Your Dedicated PTSA Board





Executive Board 2010/11





President – Deb Evdemon





Vice President – Katie McDorman





Secretary – Kathy Slocum





VP Communications– Shannon Ptacek





VP of Programs –Kim Robbins





VP Fundraising – Shawna Rooney





Co-Treasurer – Kelly King & 


Maribeth Thomas





Member at Large – Stacy Vinnick








5TH GRADE END-OF-YEAR PARTY


A Discovery Elementary tradition


Hello 5th grade parents,


It’s time to start planning the end of the year celebration as our children say goodbye to elementary school & hello to middle school. For those of you new to Discovery, this is a fun event hosted and funded by 5th grade parents.  


Please return the attached permission form along with your party payment by Friday, April 29th to your student’s teacher.


What: Fun party with games, music, activities, food, etc


When: Tuesday, June 14th 3:38 – 5:30 (immediately after school)


Where: Discovery


Cost: $15 per student.  Checks payable to Discovery PTSA


-----------------------------------------------------


Student(s) Name ________________________________________________


_______Yes, my student will be attending the 5th grade end-of-year party at Discovery Elementary.  I understand this is a parent sponsored event and I will arrange to pick up my child by 5:30 on Tuesday, June 14th.


_______No, my student will not be attending the 5th grade end-of-year party


Parent Signature___________________________________________________


I would like to volunteer at the event.  My email address is ________________


Co-chairs: Kim Robbins and Kim Johnston                                   Email questions to: Kim@theAKgroupLLC.com





�








Kenn Nesbitt Night of Poetry:





Kathy Ramirez, Carrin Hilliker, Rowena Lum, Kelly Meyers, Lisa Vik, Michelle Simmons, Meena Krishnan, Mona Shukla, Lynne Hickman


Chairs: Shannon Ptacek, Katie McDorman





Thank you to all the bakers who brought in cookies for the Poetry Night. We also had enough to serve all children who were in the Talent Show too. Thanks again!!





Talent Show:


Rowena Lum, Molly Billstin, Kim Robbins, Yuni Suwal, Veena Shankar, Natasha Worle, Deb Evdemon, Shannon Ptacek , Kathy Slocum, awesome 5th grade MC’s, Blake L., Jenny H., Arjun M., and Amber M.


Chair: Sabile Brazier


Thank you notes to the PTSA:


A note of thanks to the Discovery PTSA for ALL the wonderful equipment you have continued to fund in the Discovery Music room! We looked around the other day and the kids and I noted that the drums that they play, the keyboards that they’ve enjoyed in March, as well as a bass Xylophone have been given to us by you all. Thank you for all of your generosity to the music program!! The Discovery students love them well!!


Deborah Mohn 


Discovery Elementary Music Specialist Link to my website:


� HYPERLINK "http://connect.issaquah.wednet.edu/elementary/discovery/staff/mohnd/default.aspx" ��http://connect.issaquah.wednet.edu/elementary/discovery/staff/mohnd/default.aspx�





Dear PTSA,


Congratulations on a very successful Talent Show! All the students did a great job!! I’m sure the show took a lot of effort to put on. Thank you for this effort, it is so good for our students to have this opportunity and those of us in attendance got to enjoy a great night!


Thank you,


Carol Best














Volunteer Of The Month


Carla Berg





�





Carla Berg is a nine-year resident of Sammamish, Washington. Originally from Southern California, Carla moved to Seattle for “just five years” for work and is still here nine years later!  She left the corporate retail world of brand and business development in 2003 when Jacob was born and to care for both of her terminally-ill parents.  


Carla’s son Jacob is a 2nd grader is Mrs. Best’s class who loves reading, sports, math and playing the piano.  Carla loves hiking, tennis, reading, travel and golfing (which she does when weather permits with Jacob, husband Brad and stepson Andrew Berg who is a Discovery Elementary alum from way back). She also serves on the Sammamish Little League Board of Directors. 


Carla is Discovery’s current (and 2011-12) Art Docent Chair. She is also chair of the Art Show and Family Craft Night coming up.  She also chaired the 2010 Walk-a-Thon Silent Auction.  She enjoys working with the students in Jacob’s classroom and participating in the many  activities Discovery offers for students (like Kenn Nesbitt’s book event)!





Thank you for your volunteering time at Discovery Carla!!


 








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.mcdonaldsstl.com/images/McTeachers_Logo.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���   





Our Teacher’s from Discovery are working at McDonalds’s for a night for a great cause!!





    Monday, May 23rd


5-8pm


Come out and have dinner at McDonald’s on Monday, May 23rd from 5-8pm and have our teacher’s serve you for the night. They’ll be working the counter and drive through.  20% of the total dollars made from 5-8pm and 100% of the cookies sold will be donated to ISF to be put towards the Science Curriculum we desperately need. It’s a great way to help our children, ISF, have some dinner and socialize with friends. 














FIELD DAY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 





Field Day is Tuesday, June 14th. This is a lot of fun for kids and parents alike!


Please contact Nick Lombardo to help at � HYPERLINK "mailto:LombardoN@issaquah.wednet.edu" �LombardoN@issaquah.wednet.edu�. We hope to see you here.


�











Discovery's Annual ART SHOW and FAMILY CRAFT NIGHT


 The Discovery Art Docent Program Presents:





“Color My World”


May 11th 


 6:00-7:30pm


Discovery Elementary


 


There is a lot to see and do!


Each student will have an amazing piece of artwork on display!  


Concessions will be available for purchase!


Purchase a caricature from our guest artist!


Create one of two fun hands-on projects with your kids!


ENTER the Cake Decorating Contest!  Entries must tie to the theme of COLOR MY WORLD and be dropped off between 5-6pm in the MPR.  


Purchase a raffle ticket to win a cake-decorating gift basket OR an amazing cake!


Support the Art Docent Program for 2011-12 with your suggested Entry Fee Donation of $10/family.


Bring your old Men’s L or XL blank tees or S/S or L/S button downs for our SMOCK DROP.  We need fresh new smocks for 2011-12!


 


This is the Art Docent Program’s only fundraiser of the year.  All the proceeds from this event will fund the Art Docent program for the 2011-12 year.  


 


There are plenty of volunteer opportunities available for the day of the event.  If you are available to help in any way, please contact Art Docent Chair Carla Berg at 425-391-8299 or carlaberg@comcast.net.  








�


       


                THANK YOU FOR	 SUPPORTING THE ART DOCENT PROGRAM!








Staff Appreciation Week


Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are endless.


Mother Teresa 





Please join us May 2-6 in conveying our heartfelt thanks to the staff of Discovery Elementary!  Please take a moment to talk with your child about the wonderful people that help us at school! *Please remember that small tokens of thanks that are the best!  A thoughtful note from your child or a picture means so much!   Please be creative and have fun!  Participation is completely optional!





5/2 Monday – Kids, parents, & staff members can write notes on the staff posters. They will be posted throughout the building.


5/3 Tuesday – Flower Day - bring your teacher their favorite flower today.  Your room coordinator has a list of your teachers favorite things. (a vase will be provided in your class to put the flower in)


5/4 Wednesday – Adopt a Staff Member Day - Your class has a special staff member.  Bring them a treat, write them a note of appreciation, or bring them a flower.  It’s your choice.  Your room coordinator knows who your staff member’s names.


5/5 Thursday – Treat Day - Bring your teacher their favorite treat today.  Your room coordinator has a list of your teacher’s favorite things.


5/6 Friday - Note or Card Day – Make your teacher a card or write them a note of appreciation today. 


 


Questions? Contact  Kim Robbins     �HYPERLINK "mailto:kjr71@comcast.net"��kjr71@comcast.net�





�





SAVE THE DATE!!!


�


                    A Family Event you don’t want to miss!!  An event where you can: 


Purchase incredible books from Scholastic;


Feast on a delicious BBQ dinner;


Let your kids enjoy a free ice cream sundae bar;


Have the opportunity to win fabulous raffle prizes;


And Thank all of our wonderful volunteers with cake and other goodies?


                                          Then you won’t want to miss the


Spring BBQ, Book Fair and Volunteer Appreciation Event!!!





Date: 		Friday, June 3rd


Time: 		4:30 – 6:30pm


Location:		Discovery Elementary





More details for this event will be coming out shortly, 


so clear your calendars, bring your appetites, and get ready for 


Discovery’s end of the year family celebration event!


                           For additional details or for ways you can help with this event, please contact 


Kristi Jenkins at kristijenkins@cbbain.com or Kelly King at kellyaking@hotmail.com.











�	








Got Science?


Issaquah School District elementary students need it. State budget cuts are getting in the way. That’s why your PTSA, the District and the Issaquah Schools Foundation are collaborating in an unprecedented effort—the Elementary Science Initiative Campaign—to raise $500,000 to pay for a new K-5 Elementary Science curriculum. The $500,000 in community contributions will serve as a match to the District’s $700,000 commitment and enable a roll-out of the entire, three-domain curriculum to every K-5 student in the Fall of 2011. A suggested donation of $50 per child, per elementary family will ensure that the campaign goal is met. To make your contribution and learn the ‘how’s and why’s’ of the campaign, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.issaquahscience.org" ��www.issaquahscience.org�. 


























Science Curriculum and PTSA Update





The ISD is currently testing new science curriculum materials and had hoped to purchase and adopt the new curriculum for the 2011-2012 school year.  This new curriculum would meet the new WA state science standards that go into affect next year.  





Unfortunately, due to mid year budget cuts, ISD can now only purchase one of the three strands of the science curriculum.  The three “strands” are Life Science (which ISD is committed to purchasing for next year), Physical Science, and Earth & Space Science.  In an unprecedented request, ISD is asking the ISF and school PTSA to combine efforts to raise the additional money by June 30, 2011 to purchase the remaining two strands.  Each strand would cost $250,000 for a total of $500,000.   This would mean an approximately $25,000 raised per elementary PTSA or approximately $47.00 dollars per elementary student.  (ISF to contribute $120,000 if the Nourish Every Mind Luncheon is successful.)





A committee made up of Issaquah District PTSA representatives, ISD, and ISF has been formed to come up a plan to fundraise for the money needed to purchase the remaining two strands of the science curriculum.  This push will be called the Elementary Science Initiative.   The Elementary Science Initiative can only succeed with your help. Please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.issaquahscience.org" ��www.issaquahscience.org� to learn more about the Initiative and to make your donation today.


A Special General PTSA meeting was held on April 20th with the primary focus on discussing the science curriculum.  At this meeting it was voted on and passed to continue having Science to Go (Kate Poaster) at Discovery next year.  Discovery staff is also considering doing a McTeacher’s night at McDonalds in May.  The staff will go and work at the McDonald’s in Sammamish for a 3 hour period and 20% of the sales will go to ISF for the Elementary Science Initiative.  Discovery’s PTSA board will be evaluating our budget to see if any funds remain to donate to this cause.  Next years PTSA budget and donation decisions will be voted on at our next general meeting on May 24th.  We have committed $1,500.00 donation to ISF for their Nourish Every Mind Luncheon in April.  





ISD has never asked parents to “pay/ fundraise” for curriculum in the past.  I am sure many of you will have questions or concerns with this request.  You may contact me with any questions you may have and I will try to answer them.  I encourage you to contact your state legislatures and let them know how you feel about the budget cuts to education.  I encourage you to get involved, come to the next general PTSA meeting on May 24th at 7:00pm in the Library. If you are interested in helping with any ISF fundraising push, email me.





Deb Evdemon


President, ISF Rep. and Leg. Rep., Discovery PTSA


devdemon@rocketmail.com

















�			�		


Pick out your favorite hat to wear to school on Friday June 3rd!   Yippee!  We’ve collected 1,920 box tops so far towards our goal of 5,000.   Remember, we are saving money to buy new recess equipment so keep clipping and saving your box tops!





1,500 = wear a HAT to school!  (We’ve made this goal!)


3,000 – wear a HAT & FLIP FLOPS to school!  (only 1,080 more Box Tops)


5,000 – wear a HAT & FLIP FLOPS & get a SURPRISE TREAT!!   (we need 3,080 more Box Tops to reach this goal)





You can turn in your sheets any time in the collection box in the front hall.  Final Box Top turn-in date is Friday, May 20th.





A Huge THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!! 





What an “amazing” evening we had showcasing Discovery’s most talented at “Discovery’s Got Talent Show”. A heartfelt thanks to all my fabulous volunteers whom without; I could not have made this night possible.  At a time, when finding volunteers is like pulling teeth, these ladies stepped-up, like they always do, showing their grace, enthusiasm and interest in making this “event” a huge success for the Discovery students and the school.





Thank you ladies, from the bottom


of my heart for all your help with the show.


Hats off to the following;�Rowena Lum, Molly Billstin, Kim Robbins, Yuni Suwal, Veena Shankar, Natasha Worle,             Deb Evdemon,Shannon Ptacek and Kathy Slocum, can’t I forget my awesome


5th grade MC’s, Blake L., Jenny H., Arjun M., and Amber M.


(My apologies if I missed anyone).


You all ROCK!!!!!!!


Sabile Brazier, Chair/Producer











What are the K-Kids up to?





The K-Kids just finished (April 20) the “Teddy Bear Patrol” which is a drive to collect teddy bears and stuffed animals for firefighters, police officers and emergency health care personnel.    The collected toys will be given to children that are met in emergency/stressful situations.  Thank you Discovery students for your amazing generosity!!!


Our current service project is called HOPELINK COIN DRIVE.  We will be collecting loose coins to “End Summer Hunger” to help kids who are used to free and subsidized lunches at school stay hunger-free during the summer months when these school programs aren’t available.  You will see containers for collecting coins around the school and in the classrooms.  


Our final service project for the year will be in June.  For our “live” project which includes a field trip, the K-Kids chose to show their compassion for animals needing owners.  Exact dates/location is still TBD, but we hope to donate pet food/pet toys and our time to an animal shelter in need.








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://slp.kiwanis.org/KKids/App_Themes/KKids/images/klogo.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





 


Discovery Elementary is Still Looking for Board Positions for 2011-2012 !!





President: Deb Evdemon





Vice-President:– Julie Gelfuso Co-Vice President: OPEN


Secretary: Kathy Slocum


VP Communications: Stephanie Corbin


Co- Treasurer #1:  Kelly King & Co-Treasurer #2 – Caarin Hilliker


VP of Programs: Kim Robbins


VP of Fundraising: OPEN





Webmaster: OPEN








We still are in need of Board positions for next year. No experience required!!  This is an excellent opportunity to get involved and have a voice in how our PTSA is shaped for the coming years.  If you are interested or know of someone who would like to be involved in the PTSA please contact Katie McDorman at � HYPERLINK "mailto:kt.mcdorman@gmail.com" �kt.mcdorman@gmail.com� 








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.discoveryptsa.org/images/139_PTSA_Logo.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���














